
Pet er Sarge a nt, J'T Kenvon Lan e, Kenvon, Lowton, Wa rringto n, WA'3 1LG 

20th July, 2011 

Councillor David Molyneux, 

Town Hall, 

Library Street, 

Wiga n WNI l YN 


Dear Dave, 
LDF Core Strategy - housin~ consultation 

Thank you very much for your letter dated 18th July, acknowledging mine of 16th J uly and 
advising that you were arranging to pass my 'comments' on 'to the senior officer dealing with 
the strategy.' Your promptness stands in contrast with the failure of Mr Worden to respond to 
my letter of 30th May and Gillian Bishop, or anybody else, to reply to my unrelated letter of 29th 
June. (My request for your assistance in regard to the latter remains outstanding.) 

Mr Worden was in a huddle with the four of us who were present at yesterday's Cabinet 
meeting - as it happens, after we had been politely ejected by Ms Bishop. at the end of the 
published business. Ms Bishop, in fact , has no reason to know my face; hO\...'ever, the same is not 
true of Mr Worden. Yet, he chose to say noth ing to us on the subject of the consultation 
methodology, other than to confirm to Councillor Grundy t he limited nature of the proposed 
mailing. 1 was left shaking my head in disbelief, as he made his smiling escape. 

Turning back, now, to my letter of 16th July, I must apologise for the fact that there was an 
unfortunate, if minor, error in the penultimate paragraph. I am therefore providing au 
amended original for record purposes; in doing so, I have also adjusted the letterhead, so that my 
authorship cannot be either doubted or misconstrued. 

I should st ill be grateful if you could reply to the original question. Howeve r, if that is not to be, 
perhaps you could confirm once the amended original, too, has been passed on to your senior 
colleague for attent ion and, at the same time, advise me who he or she is and how I may make 
contact, if appropriate. 

I take the opportunity to comment on what Sue Loudon said about the requirement to undertake 
further consultation being 'bad news for the Council'. 

It is , of course, true that many more people are likely to object than support the Council. 
However , an added reason is that by limiting such consultation as the Council intends to do to 
the immediate environs of the Standish, Atherton and Lowton locations, along with the Green 
Belt and other parcels identified, it is forfeiting the opportunity to build a wider consensus. 

It is the Council that has defi ned the number of houses it wishes to build. So, as much as 
anything, it is t he level of its ambition that has been found wanting by Mr Ward; and, the 
current setback is therefore something of a self-inflicted wound. By u ndertaking a series of 
t a rgeted ' Nimby' surveys, the Council now risks inviti ng third parties to inflict yet further 
damage. Indeed, it is difficult to fo resee a happy ending, when Mr Normington himself 
indicated, more t han once, that there was a 'need to consult widely' to satisfy the Inspector. 

Yours sincerely, 



Mr. P. Sargeant - Chairman Our ref ce: SNlMWINSl26 
Lane Head South Residents Group Your reference: 
37 K nyon Lane PI for. Steve Normington 
Kenyon, Lowton Ene ion: 89101 
Warrington Direct lin : 01942 89101 
WA3 LG o e: 3 August 2012 

Dear Mr. Sargeant 

Ig n C reS gy 

Councillor David Molyneu has asked me to reply to your recent correspondence to him 
concemlng the Core S rategy. 

I shall deal with the poi s r ised in your letters of 20 July, 26 July and 3 July 2012. 

1. Pub icity or h co ultation: 

Mr Worden has lready stated in his letter to you dated 27 July 2012 that the Council 
has underta en all the steps it considers to be necessary and appropriate to 
pubJ"cls the consul ation process and to enable the local communities to understand 
and participate in t e exercise. Letters have been sent out directly to t os residents 
who border the option sites, press releases have been issued, site notices have 
b en put up and those already on our extensive LDF database have been co tacted. 

AI of e c nsul ation information is availab e on the Council's ebsite rom 31 Jul 
20 2 and made a a'iable in the lib aries of the borough exhibitions and 
aftemoon/evenlng drop in sessions for three key locations in A hertonJ S and ish and 
GolbomelLowton have been arrang d and publ ci ed. A specific report outlining h 
s eps that we have ta en to pubrcise the co suI ali on has been produc d and made 
avatlabl on the Council's website. The consulta io arra gemen s extend far 
be Gnd the statutory m· . urn and are more deta"led th most er local 
au horities have put in place at a s'milar stage of plan preparation. 

am of the view tha his level of p b icity is appropriate for1he consultation e ercise 
and ill nable he Council to proper y gam the vie of local communities on the 
options it is presenting. I do not consider I to be necessary to pub ish a spec al 
edition of Boroug Ute JUst for his consul ation exercise. 

Please reply to Ste e Normln ton 


Wigan CounCil , Places Directorate: Economy, Waste and Infrastructure, PO So 100 WN1 305. 

Phon: 019 2489101 


E-mail' s.norm ngten igan.go .u 

www.wigan gev.u 


www.wigan


housing n ,",I"'At'c:t 

2. Cabine 19 Jul 2012: 

Your letter of 20 Jul 2012 rna es a number of references to th meeting of Cabinet 
on 19 July 2012 hen 1he Core Strategy op ions were approved for consultation, 
80 h rWorden and I ere accompanying Ms Bishop to anothe meeting straig t 
after the close of Ca 'net when Councillor Grundy as ad Mr Worden a question. Mr 
Worden had a brief discussion with Councillor Grundy and answered his question 
and e left to rna e is way to another part of the Town Hall for the meeting, It 
wasntt the time or the place for a detailed discussion and Mr Worden answered 
Councillor Grundy 5 single question to his s isfa ion. There as no attempt b r 
Th a' e or yourself to join in the co v rsation, and consequently it IS difficult to 
understand what else you consider Mr Worden should ha e done. 

3. Th 

Y ur Ie ar of 2 Jul 2012 suggests hat it was ithin th Council's 9 ft to presen a 
o e hou garget than that set out 'n he subm' d Core Strategy, You refe to 

e evel of a bltio I set by the Council. The ev'dence presented to the examina ion 
to support th ho 5 n target figure of 1000 homes per annum a 2026 is robust and 
based upon demographic data from a number of d' erent sources. It is no a lev..,l of 
am ition, it IS actual eVidence abou the amount of new housing re uired to mee 
housing need in the borough to 2026. The Inspector appears to have accep d at 
this is the appropriate figure otherwise he would have challenged it and n have 
a 10 ed the Counc" to go ahead and undertake t e option assessments and 
consultation exercise. If he did no consider the ligure to be correct and based upon 
evidence, he would ot have concluded that there is a shortfall in housing land 
supp y. To be cle r on this point, the Inspector has accepted the Council's housing 
nee s figure. His query is whe er sufficient land is available to accommodate 2500 
hom s from t e ace p d amount. This is no an a ditional number of new homes 
ha he Core Stra egy needs to cater far but it does need demonstration that 
suff Clent land is available to m et this reqUirement. 

The Council has acted expediently and effiCiently since th letter from he Inspector 
announcing the suspension was received in May. We are on course to meet the 
timetable agreed with he Inspector f r undertaking the work wi i the six month 
windo , I am confident that the Inspector will be atisfied that we have carried out 
the option assessments and consuf ation exercise thoroughly, fairl and n 
accordance with the requirements of e Regulations. 

positi n for you, I hope that the above info 

Yours sincerely 


